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SUNDAY MASS

❈

❈
CHRISTMAS

Holy Family  Year C 
Divine Office: Week I  26 December 2021

El Greco’s Holy Family with Saint Anne and 
the Infant John the Baptist, c. 1595/1600

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 84.

RESPONSE:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

1. How lovely is your dwelling place,
 O Lord of hosts.
 My soul is longing and yearning
 for the courts of the Lord.
 My heart and my flesh cry out
 to the living God. ℟
2. Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
 forever singing your praise.
 Blessed is the man whose strength is in you,
 whose heart is set on pilgrim ways. ℟
3. O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
 give ear, O God of Jacob.
 Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
 look on the face of your anointed. ℟
4. One day within your courts
 is better than a thousand elsewhere.
 The threshold of the house of God
 I prefer to the dwellings of the wicked. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, that we 
may give heed to the words of your Son. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived 
among us.

During 2021 Catholic Link ran a series 
of articles on Fratelli Tutti – Brothers 
and Sisters All – the encyclical of Pope 

Francis inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, 
that all of creation is God’s 
family. Not just human 
beings but also Brother 
Sun and Sister Moon, 
Brother Wind and Sister 
Water. This is of course 
eminently biblical, with 
St Paul declaring Christ 
to be the “firstborn of all 
creation” (Col 1:15) and 
the “firstborn of many 
brothers and sisters” (Rom 
8:29).

This weekend, Christmas 
and the Feast of the Holy 
Family are celebrated back-
to-back. Let us consider 
Jesus’ humanity in the 
light of these feasts. Many 
people find it easier to 
believe in the divinity of 
Christ than in his humanity, 
mostly because we have a 
problem accepting our own 
humanity in its corruption 
and depravity. We forget 
that when God created 
humans he said it was 
“very” good (Gen 1:31).

Jesus is truly human. Nine months before 
his birth he began as a fertilised ovum at the 
Annunciation to Mary. For about two weeks he 
was a living cell waiting to be planted on the 
wall of Mary’s uterus. At that stage he became 
an embryo whose cells were constantly 
dividing and growing. Eventually, as a spinal 
column formed, and as a nervous system 
and vital organs took shape, he became 
a foetus and began to hear the heartbeat 
of his mother. “Blessed is the fruit of your 
womb, Jesus”, we pray to Mary. Finally, the 
day arrived when this tiny infant was birthed 

into the big wide world, took his first gasp of 
air, let out a cry, and then his own heartbeat 
took over. Jesus is as truly human as you and 
me. He is truly our brother, our “eldest” in 

the new dispensation of 
God’s saving plan.

Being human, as we 
know, is not merely a 
physical reality. We are 
soc ia l  be ings  whose 
humanity is formed (or de-
formed, sadly) in a family. 
Our first social contact with 
another human being is 
of course in our mother’s 
womb.  Bu t  then  we 
undergo another gestation 
in the “womb” of family 
life. The nourishment we 
now require most of all is 
to be loved and to learn 
to love. It is to grow in 
“wisdom and maturity” 
as Jesus did (Luke 2:52). 
The Feast of the Holy 
Family highlights this 
point. Jesus enjoyed the 
love and affection of Mary 
and Joseph. Joseph, while 
not being Jesus’ biological 
father, is a model for us 
of fatherly responsibility, 
protecting his family from 

danger, setting up a home for them, and 
teaching Jesus the skills of a carpenter (in 
the Gospels Jesus is referred to both as a 
“carpenter” in Mark 6:3, and as “the son of the 
carpenter” in Matthew 13:55).

Today we celebrate with joy our Christian 
narrative. It is a narrative that unfolds against 
the glorious Divine narrative before the 
beginning of time when God said: “Let there 
be…” (Gen 1:3,6,9 etc.). It is a narrative that 
reaches its climax when “God so loved the 
world that he sent his only Son…” (John 3:16). 
This is our story; this is our song!

Truly Our Brother
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During these days of Christmas joy and cheer we wish you the

Love, Joy and Peace 
that only the Christ-child can bring — from all of us at RPP

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 27 Dec ST JOHN, AE
1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97; John 20:2-8
We have all received the gift of faith, but how do 
we live it? Today's psalm tells us: "Be glad… and 
give thanks." Joy and gratitude are true hallmarks 
of our daily, lived faith.

Sun 2 Jan EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Matthew 2:1-12
How do we know which is the straight path? "Any-
one who sets off on the path of doing good to 
others is already drawing near to God… walking 
towards the fullness of love." – Pope Francis.

Fri 31 Dec  (St Sylvester I, P)
1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96; John 1:1-18
Many of us do not recognise our unique inner gift-
edness and the contribution we make to life just by 
being who we are. Each and every one of us are 
beautiful in God's eyes.

Thu 30 Dec Liturgy of the Day   
1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96; Luke 2:36-40
The prophetess Anna's promise of hope balanced 
Mary's pain, prophesied by Simeon. Looking closely at 
our own lives, the Spirit also sends wise ones to balance 
our pain with the gift of hope when we are in need of it.

Wed 29 Dec (St Thomas Becket, BM)
1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96; Luke 2:22-35
Growth simply takes time, and much of our spiritual
journey is waiting on this growth. If you are frus-
trated and impatient with yourself, remember God
had to wait 30 years for Jesus to grow to maturity.

Tue 28 Dec HOLY INNOCENTS, Ms  
1 John 1:5–2:2; Psalm 124; Matthew 2:13-18
What we focus on tends to expand and grow. When 
we are overwhelmed by a situation, we can either 
choose fear or we can choose love. Love focuses on 
God's power and wisdom, not our perceived lack.

Sat 1 Jan  MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67; Luke 2:16-21
Mary’s greatness lay in her humility. It is not surprising 
that Jesus, who lived so close to her, seemed deter-
mined to have us learn one thing above all: humility 
of heart – St Teresa of Calcutta

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
A=Apostle; E=Evang.; M=Martyr; B=Bishop; P=Pope; D=Dr
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Date   Intentions 
Saturday 25th 
 

07h30 
09h00 

Nativity of Christ 
Nativity of Christ 

Brooks Family 
Gillian Paine RIP 

Sunday 26th 

 
09h00 
18h00 

Holy Family 
Prayer & Rosary 

Missa pro Populo 

Monday 27th 

Public Holiday 
09h00 
18h00 

St John 
Prayer & Rosary 

Margot Hotz RIP 

Tuesday 28th 

 
08h00 
18h00 

Holy Innocents 
Prayer & Rosary 

Peter Meakin RIP 

Wednesday 29th  
 

08h00 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

Thursday 30th   08h00 
18h00 

No Mass                 
Prayer & Rosary  

 

Friday 31st 

 
09h30 
18h00 

Mass of the Day 
Prayer & Rosary 

Greg Cheminais RIP 

CONFESSION Saturdays   16h45 – 17h20 pm Or by Appointment 

Bank Details: Constantia Catholic Church | Standard Bank: Branch 025 309 | Current Account No 07 169 8965 

 
 

Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

COVID-19   

ADJUSTED ALERT LEVEL 1  

• All Masses on Saturdays, Sundays, Fridays and 
Wednesdays are open to the public on a 
booking basis only. 

• Constantia Catholic on YouTube: Masses will 
continue to be live streamed daily. Please note 
that Friday Mass will be at 9h30 and Saturday 
Mass (not live-streamed) has resumed. Please 
use this link to join: 
https://bit.ly/YouTubeConstantiaCatholic 

• ZOOM: To join Daily Rosary at 18h00 pm each 
evening, please use  Zoom Link below: 

   https://bit.ly/ConstantiaZoom 

• Please see our emailers and website  for 
regular updates. 

 

 
 Prayer Intentions: For all in need of our prayers and their families: Msgr Jock Baird, Sarah Glenday, 

Neva Bruce-Brand, Malcolm Asher, Allen Galvin,  Janet Kutzer, William De Villiers, Margaret Savage, 
Cecco Giovannini, Deolinda Gouveia, Nicole Franck, Andrea Dama. 

 

 

Christmas / Holy Family - Year C 
25th/26th December 2021 

 
 

 

4 Price Drive, P O Box 161, Constantia 7848 
Office Phone:  021 794 5185  
Gate:  082 433 4957 
Email : materecl@constantiacatholic.co.za 
 :  parishpriest@constantiacatholic.co.za 
Website :  www.constantiacatholic.co.za 
Parish Priest:  Rev Fr Robert Bissell 
Deacon: Rev Dcn Michael Brooks 
Secretaries:  Deborah Jordan / Vivien Cones 
Office Hours: Weekdays 08h30-13h00 
 
 

    
    
   

 
 

 

The Prayer of the Synod: 
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather 
together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at 
home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must 
go and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote 
disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the 
wrong path, nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity so that we may 
journey together to eternal life and not stray 
from the way of truth and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every 
place and time, in the communion of the Father 
and the Son, forever and ever.   
Amen. 

Available at the back of the church: 

▪ Nazareth House Jams: New batch has arrived. 
Support a great cause – R35 per jar 

▪ The Southern Cross Magazine: January 2022 
edition – new – only R30! 

▪ Living Faith – Daily Catholic Devotions for 
Jan/Feb/Mar 2022 now available – R35.00  per 
copy (sadly, unavoidable price increase). 

▪ Liturgical Calendars: R30 each 

                        

 

 

 

Mass and Office Times 

• Monday, 27th December is a Public 
Holiday, therefore Mass will be at 9h00.  

• Mass on Tuesday, 28th December will be a 
public Mass, all most welcome to attend . 

• There will be no Mass on Wednesday 29th 
and Thursday 30th Dec  when Fr Robert 
will be away from the parish. 

• On Saturday, 1st January, Fr Robert will 
celebrate a special Mass at 10h00 for the 
feast of Mary, Mother of God, which is 
also World Day of Prayer for Peace. All 
most welcome to attend. 

• The Vigil Mass for Epiphany will be 
celebrated at the usual time of 17h30 on 
Saturday, 1st January. 

Office Closed 

The Parish office will be closed from 
Friday, 24th December 2021 and will re-
open on Monday,  10th January 2022. 

 
 

REFLECTION: Holy Family 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, a truly special day, but, as always, 

overshadowed by the glorious Feast of Christmas which took place just yesterday. 

Family life is a process, not an arrival point. Let's make it our New Year's resolution 

to allow God to come ever closer into our lives and those of our families, to love each 

other as He loves us, and thus become better children of His most holy family.  

Richard.        
              

 

 

 

A blessed and happy New Year to all Parishioners and visitors to our Parish. May 
the best of last year be the worst of this New Year for you and your families. May 
we return the best normal possible, never forgetting to live hope as a Christian 
virtue… hope for ourselves and our families… hope for our parish and those we 
serve… but also hope for a better tomorrow in a society heavy under the burden of 
pandemic…  let us all pray for the courage to live Christ this New Year. 
Fr Robert. 

Fr Declan Doherty OMI has recovered fully 
from his recent bout of Covid. He sends 
blessings to our parish and wishes everyone 
a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 

Archdiocesan News Christmas edition:  
https://adct.org.za/archdiocesan-news-4-of-2021/ 
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