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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O people of Zion, behold, the Lord will come to 
save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory 
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 126.

RESPONSE:
What great deeds the Lord has worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad.

1. When the Lord brought back the exiles of Sion,
 we thought we were dreaming.
 then was our mouth filled with laughter,
 on our tongues, songs of joy. ℟
2. Then the nations themselves said, 
 ‘What great deeds
 the Lord worked for them!’
 What great deeds the Lord worked for us!
 Indeed, we were glad. ℟
3. Bring back our exiles, O Lord,
 as streams in the south.
 Those who are sowing in tears
 will sing when they reap. ℟
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
 bearing seed for the sowing;
 they come back, they come back with a song,
 bearing their sheaves. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and 
behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Catholic Link continues with its 2021 Advent 
theme of the “O Antiphons”, considered 
to be the Church’s oldest Advent prayers 

on record. Last week we reflected on “O come, 
Emmanuel”. Today we 
pray with the antiphon, 

O come, O Wisdom 
from on high, come. 
While reaching end 
to end in sweetness 
ordering all, 
Teach us, O mighty 
Saviour, discerning 
judgment.
God knows (if we 

sometimes don’t) 
how desperately the 
world needs wisdom 
in these days. There is 
a madness to human discourse, a craziness to 
conspiracy theories, a stupidity to many tweets. 
Ideas without factual merit or careful verification 
go viral on social media. And even when we 
do have a reasonable level of knowledge, we 
often don’t have the wisdom to use knowledge 
properly. 

Wisdom is a divine gift. It requires grace 
working with human nature and human 
experience. Think of the legend of Solomon. 
When he became king after David, God asked 
him if he wanted wealth or wisdom. Solomon 
chose wisdom (hence the linguistic expression, 
“You’ll need the wisdom of Solomon for that.”) 
He chose wisdom and prayed for it:

I prayed, and understanding was given me; 
I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom 
came to me. I preferred her to sceptres and 
thrones, and I accounted wealth as nothing 
in comparison with her. Neither did I liken 
to her any priceless gem because all gold is 
but a little sand in her sight, and silver will be 
accounted as clay before her. I loved her more 
than health and beauty, and I chose to have 
her rather than light, because her radiance 
never ceases. All good things came to me along 
with her, and in her hands uncounted wealth. I 

rejoiced in them all, because wisdom leads 
them; but I did not know that she was their 
mother. I learned without guile, and I impart 
without grudging; I do not hide her wealth, 

for it is an unfailing 
treasure for people; 
those who get wisdom 
obtain friendship with 
God, commended for 
the gifts that come 
f rom instruct ion. 
(Wisdom 7:7-14)

What can we notice 
about this beautiful 
text? The pronouns are 
all feminine. Wisdom 
(“sophia” in Greek, 
“hokmah” in Hebrew) 
is a feminine term. 

Sorry guys! Wisdom is a feminine attribute of 
God at the beginning of creation, as another 
text describes it,

When he established the heavens, 
I was there,
when he established 
the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
when he marked out 
the foundations of the earth, 
then I was beside him, 
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race. 
(cf. Proverbs 8:27-31) 
Of course, we are not going to become 

all polemical about wisdom as a feminine 
noun, although there may be some wisdom 
in acknowledging here the special insights of 
mothers and grandmothers. Rather, we want to 
tap into the spirit of this Advent antiphon which 
yearns and begs for the Spirit’s gift of wisdom 
which we so desperately need as we navigate 
our way through the rough seas of swirling ideas 
and information, and the waves of stupidity and 
madness. Without wisdom, we’ll drown. 

O come, O Wisdom from on High!

O Come, O Wisdom

Photo by Ray Bilcliff of Pexels

The lives of saints and other holy 
people show us what ordinary 
human beings, aided by the 
grace of God, have managed to 
accomplish. They give us examples 
of greatness and nobility of spirit. 
This booklet is an anthology of 
lives of some great people and the 
prayers they composed. Written by 
Fr Larry Kaufmann CSsR.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 6 Dec (St Nicholas, B)
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85; Luke 5:17-26
Faith and love of God gives us a deep sense of inner 
safety. God, in the person of Jesus, who suffered and 
died on the cross, can give us the courage to face 
whatever dangers the world may bring our way.

Sun 12 Dec 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:10-18
Growth in faith is a hard and sometimes painful 
thing for which to wait. It is a slow process… which 
often requires having to stretch ourselves. We 
cannot rush the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Fri 10 Dec  (Our Lady of Loreto)
Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1; Matthew 11:16-19
How well do I know my own heart? We think we know 
ourselves, but often our ideas of what is good for us 
are confused by subliminal desires or selfish urges 
that we keep hidden, even from ourselves.

Thu 9 Dec (St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)   
Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145; Matthew 11:11-15
Our Lady of Guadalupe, dressed as a young Mayan 
woman and appearing to St Juan Diego, helped bring 
about the conversion of the New World. She did not 
appear to the high and mighty but to a simple peasant.

Wed 8 Dec IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Genesis 3:9-15.20; Psalm 98; Luke 1:26-38
God is good. Gods mercy is boundless. Because 
of our share in God's goodness, we have the op-
portunity to one day to be free, like Mary, of the 
ravages of sin.

Tue 7 Dec St Ambrose, BD  
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96; Matthew 18:12-14
In our first reading, Isaiah paints for us a vision so 
beautiful, so full, so loving, it puts us right into Beth-
lehem. Although Advent is a time of preparation 
and repentance it is also a time filled with joy.

Sat 11 Dec  (St Damasus I, P)
Sirach 48:1-4.9-11; Psalm 80; Matthew 17:10-13
Often we struggle to discern the right thing to do. 
Sometimes we just need to turn the situation over in 
our hearts… pay attention… pray about it… and ask 
God to open our hearts to his word.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor; P=Pope
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Date   Intentions 
Saturday 4

th
 

 
17h30 
18h00 

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 
Prayer & Rosary 

Missa pro Populo 

Sunday 5
th 

 
09h00 
18h00 

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 
Prayer & Rosary 

Greg Cheminais RIP                                                                           

Monday 6
th 

 
08h00 
18h00 

Mass of the Day 
Prayer & Rosary 

Caspar Wolff RIP 

Tuesday 7
th 

 
08h00 
18h00 

St Ambrose 
Prayer & Rosary 

Mortuary List 

Wednesday 8
th

  
 

08h00 
 
18h00 

Immaculate Conception 
of Our Lady 
Prayer & Rosary 

Benjamin Ryan RIP 

Thursday 9
th

   
 

08h00 
18h00 

Mass of the Day                 
Prayer & Rosary  

Mortuary List 

Friday 10
th 

 
09h30 
18h00 

Mass of the Day 
Prayer & Rosary 

John Paul Barclay RIP 

Bank Details: Constantia Catholic Church | Standard Bank: Branch 025 309 | Current Account No 07 169 8965 

 
 

Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

 

Christmas Eve - Friday, 24 Dec 
5:30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass (5:30 pm 
Carols, 6:00 pm Mass) 
8:00 pm Christmas Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day - Saturday, 25 Dec 
7:30 am Christmas Early Morning Mass  
9:00 am Christmas Morning Mass 

 

COVID-19   

ADJUSTED ALERT LEVEL 1  

 All Masses on Saturdays, Sundays, Fridays and 
Wednesdays are open to the public on a 
booking basis only. 

 Constantia Catholic on YouTube: Masses will 
continue to be live streamed daily. Please note 
that Friday Mass will be at 9:30am and 
Saturday Mass (not live-streamed) has 
resumed. Please use this link to join: 
https://bit.ly/YouTubeConstantiaCatholic 

 ZOOM: To join Daily Rosary at 6:00 pm each 
evening, please use  Zoom Link below: 

   https://bit.ly/ConstantiaZoom 

 Please see our emailers and website  for 
regular updates. 

 

 
 

Don’t forget your baby Jesus from your 
nativity set next week: Bambinelli Sunday 

Prayer Intentions: For all in need of our prayers and their families: Msgr Jock Baird, Sarah Glenday, 
Neva Bruce-Brand, Malcolm Asher, Allen Galvin,  Janet Kutzer, William De Villiers, Margaret Savage, 
Cecco Giovannini, Deolinda Gouveia, Nicole Franck, Andrea Dama. 

 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent - Year C 
4th/5th December 2021 

 
 

 

4 Price Drive, P O Box 161, Constantia 7848 
Office Phone:  021 794 5185  
Gate:  082 433 4957 
Email : materecl@constantiacatholic.co.za 
 :  parishpriest@constantiacatholic.co.za 
Website :  www.constantiacatholic.co.za 
Parish Priest:  Rev Fr Robert Bissell 
Deacon: Rev Dcn Michael Brooks 
Secretaries:  Deborah Jordan / Vivien Cones 
Office Hours: Weekdays 08h30-13h00 
 
 

    
    
   

 
 

 

The Prayer of the Synod: 
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we 
gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself 
at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we 
must go and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us 
promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead 
us down the wrong path, nor partiality 
influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity so that we may 
journey together to eternal life and not 
stray from the way of truth and what is 
right. 
All this we ask of You, who are at work in 
every place and time, in the communion of 
the Father and the Son, forever and ever.   
Amen. 

Available at the back of the church: 
 Nazareth House Jams: New batch has 

arrived. Support a great cause – R35 per jar 

 The Southern Cross Magazine: December 
edition – new – only R30! 

 Living Faith – Daily Catholic Devotions – 
R30,00  per copy. 

 Liturgical Calendars: R30 each 

                        

 

 

PARISH PICNIC AND CAROLS 
Please join us on Thurs 16 Dec (Public 
Holiday) for carols and preparing for 

Christmas. We will have a “waiting for the 
Messiah” liturgy where we encourage our 
young people to participate and dress up. 

Please bring a blanket and a picnic, so that in 
the fresh air and observing COVID regulations 
we can celebrate community and prepare for 

Christmas. 
Please book online as per usual. Looking 

forward to seeing families together!   

SECOND COLLECTION: The second of our 4 
annual Advent Appeal collections will be taken 
up at all Masses this weekend. Envelopes 
available or EFT to parish account ref ADVENT. 
Thank you for your support. 

ADVENT EVENTS AT OUR PARISH 

Our Advent leaflet has information on the many 
events and activities our parish has planned for 
Advent and Christmas, including Christmas Mass 
times.  Please take one home or download from 
our website. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 

REFLECTION:  

John the Baptist was a prophet but his mission wasn't to proclaim a future 

salvation like the prophets of old but to reveal the hidden presence of God in 

the world today 

We, like John, may not be prophets like Elijah, nor messiahs like Jesus, but we 

can join our voices to John's in making a "straight path for the lord" as Christ 

spreads his kingdom among us. 

Richard 

 

 

 

 

PARISH Phase of Synod 2023 

The dates and times for our listening 
sessions will be published early in the New 
Year, aiming to accommodate as many 
parishioners as possible. 

    LIGHTING OUR   
ADVENT CANDLES 

God of power and mercy, open our hearts 
in welcome.   
Remove the things that hinder us from 
receiving Christ with joy, so that we may 
share his wisdom and become one with 
him when he comes in glory, for he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

 

Our prayerful condolences on the passing 
of Egidio Pontes Gouveia: to his wife 
Deolinda and their daughter Orlanda and 
their families. May he rest in peace! 
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