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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
A great sign appeared in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

FIRST READING: Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6,10.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 45.

RESPONSE:
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.

1. The daughters of kings are those whom you favour.
 On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. ℟
2. Listen, O daughter; pay heed and give ear;
 forget your own people and your father’s 

house. ℟
3. So will the king desire your beauty.
 He is your lord, pay homage to him. ℟
4. They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
 they pass within the palace of the king. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken up into 
heaven; the host of angels rejoices. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-56.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
All generations will call me blessed, for he who is 
mighty has done great things for me.

❈

❈
THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY

Assumption of Our Lady  Year B 
Divine Office: Week IV  15 August 2021

Detail of a stained glass window in the parish church of St 
Mary the Virgin, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, England. 

On the Feast of the Assumption the Church 
reflects on a wonderful passage from the 
Book of Revelation, also known as the 

Book of the Apocalypse. A little background 
to the purpose 
of the final book 
of the Christian 
Bible would help 
us to appreciate 
it better. It is full 
of strange visions 
l i k e  d r a g o n s , 
beasts and blee-
ding lambs, not 
to mention the 
c omp l e x i t y  o f 
numbers like 666; 
40; 7 and 144,000. 
Revelations has 
b een  m i s u s ed 
by Christian fan-
at ics  and fun-
damentalists 
to prove almost 
anything, e.g., 
that 666 refers to 
the Pope as the anti-Christ; that the “beast” is 
Communism (or whoever you want it to be) and 
that the various numbers are codes to calculate 
the date of the end of the world.

However, and less melodramatically, the 
Book of Revelation is simply about the 
persecution and suffering of early Christians 
in the Roman Empire, written to give them 
encouragement. Christians were imprisoned, 
tortured and martyred. The writer uses 
powerful images to move his readers from 
despair to hope, from fear to courage. The 
images show that God is in control of history, 
that Jesus is alive and strong, and that evil will 
never ultimately win.

With this background insight we approach 
the passage about the struggle between the 
pregnant woman and the dragon. The Book 
of Genesis already prophesied that the victory 
would be the woman’s and her descendants, 
and that the serpent would have its head 
crushed.

The woman in the story who cries aloud in the 

pangs of childbirth is Eve, the first woman and 
our first mother. She represents all of humanity 
as we struggle to defend life against the 
menace of death. The woman also symbolises 

the Church, our 
Mother, bringing 
new birth through 
B a p t i s m .  A n d 
the woman also 
symbolises Mary, 
t he  Mo the r  o f 
Jesus, the “New 
Eve” and “Mother 
of the Church”.

The dragon is 
the power of evil 
and death who 
c o n f r o n t s  t h e 
woman, ready to 
devour the child 
as soon as it is 
born. It is a totally 
unfair struggle. A 
woman and a baby 
against a powerful 
dragon. But this is 

the situation of humanity down the ages: life 
threatened with death as soon as it is born.

But God takes a stand against death. God 
defends the child and the woman. The child 
is born and taken straight to God. The child 
is Jesus. He is born, lives, dies, rises from the 
dead, and receives from God the power to 
rule. The woman is also freed from the threat 
of the dragon.

The victory is won. The resurrection is a 
reality. Mary participates fully in it and as her 
children we can share in it. The Assumption 
of Mary is about God’s being true to God’s 
promises: to Noah, to Abraham, to Moses, to 
Jesus... and to us. Mary herself proclaimed: “He 
has come to the help of his servant, according 
to His promise...”  The promise is fulfilled!

As the Book of Revelation gave courage 
to early Christians in the face of suffering 
and death, may it give us hope in a time 
of Covid-19. Good triumphs over evil, life 
over death. Mary Assumed into Heaven, 
pray for us!

Hope in a Time of Suffering

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 16 Aug (St Stephen of Hungary)
Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 106; Matthew 19:16-22
What possessions get in the way of living our faith 
more completely, more generously? The sincerity of 
the young man in today's gospel also shows us that 
our faith entails obligations. "What good must I do…?"

Sun 22 Aug 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Joshua 24:1-2.15-18; Psalm 34; John 6:60-69
True discipleship, following Christ in today’s world, 
means that everything we do, we do out of love. 
Imagine that! Reflect on how you can make this 
possible for one day, even for one hour.

Fri 20 Aug  St Bernard, AbD 
Ruth 1:1.3-6.14-16.22; Psalm 146; Matthew 22:34-40
Ruth, a foreigner, is met with prejudice and hatred 
when returning to Judah. How open are we to wel-
coming others into our midst, whether they be new 
neighbours, in-laws – or even foreigners!

Thu 19 Aug (St John Eudes, Pr)  
Judges 11:29-39; Psalm 40; Matthew 22:1-14
We all love to be in control. But ironically, it is only 
when we stop resisting God, stop trying to make 
things work by doing them our way, that it becomes 
better for us. It becomes easier.

Wed 18 Aug (Bl. Victoria Rasoamanarivo) 
Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 21; Matthew 20:1-16
It is so much easier to point a finger at our lead-
ers (in church and society) than to reflect on how 
conscious and active I am in lessening the injuries 
of poverty and racism affecting those around me.

Tue 17 Aug Liturgy of the Day  
Judges 6:11-24; Psalm 85; Matthew 19:23-30
The Lord invites us all to follow and, through him, 
receive the promise of eternal life. By ourselves, we 
can never be holy enough. With him, all things are 
possible for each and every one of us.

Sat 21 Aug  St Pius X, P  
Ruth 2:1-3.8-11; 4:13-17; Psalm 128; Matthew 23:1-12
God’s love and generosity is essentially unfair. It is 
gratuitous, bounteous, magnanimous. Extravagant 
God, help me to lavish my love upon others today – 
especially upon those who seem undeserving.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; Ab=Abbot; D=Doctor; P=PopeBo
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ns Join Catholic Link 
on Saturday 21 

August at 4 pm 

in a Zoom conversation 

with Fr Sean Wales CSsR 

who talks to us 

about his book 

on the psalms entitled 

“The Prayer Book 
of Jesus”

The Prayer Book of Jesus

Seán Wales CSsR

For Zoom invitations 

and details, email 

janet@rpp.org.za

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za


 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
    
     
                                               

 
  
  

  
                                    

 
  
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Date   Intentions 

Saturday 14th 
 

17h30 
18h00 

Assumption of Our Lady 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

Sunday 15th 

 
07h30 
09h00 
18h00 

Assumption of Our Lady 
Assumption of Our Lady 
Prayer & Rosary 

Missa pro Populo 
Margot Hotz RIP 

Monday 16th 

 
08h00 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

Tuesday 17th 

 
08h00 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

Wednesday 18th  
 

08h00 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

Thursday 19th    08h00 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary  

 

Friday 20th 09h30 
18h00 

No Mass 
Prayer & Rosary 

 

CONFESSION Saturdays   16h45 – 17h20 pm Or by Appointment 

COVID-19 ADJUSTED LEVEL 3 LOCKDOWN 

• All Masses on Saturdays, Sundays, Fridays and 
Wednesdays are open to the public on a booking 
basis only. 

• Constantia Catholic on YouTube: Masses will 
continue to be live streamed daily. Please note 
that Saturday Mass has resumed and Friday Mass 
will be at 9:30am. Please use this link to join: 
https://bit.ly/YouTubeConstantiaCatholic 

• ZOOM: To join Daily Rosary at 6:00 pm each 
evening, please use  Zoom Link below: 

   https://bit.ly/ConstantiaZoom 

• Please see our emailers and website  for 
regular updates. 

 
 

Prayer Intentions: For all in need of our prayers and their families:  
Malcolm Asher, Janet Kutzer, William De Villiers, Margaret Savage, Cecco Giovannini, Deolinda 
& Egidio Gouveia, Nicole Franck, Pat Reid, Allen Galvin, Andrea Dama. 

 

 

REFLECTION: Assumption of Our Lady 

Today we honour a woman who brought glory to God in her body and magnified Him 
with her soul. But why celebrate the Assumption? 

" - because she finished the journey we are striving toward and for which Christ gave 
everything on the cross. 

   - because she is a sign of hope who - body and soul - intercedes for us on our way to 
God." (Fr. Cantalamessa) 

 Richard. 

 
         

                                    

Assumption of Our Lady 
Patronal Feast of South Africa 

14th/15th August 2021 
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Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit,  

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
Our parish mission is to be a welcoming and evangelising Catholic community, striving, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 to know, love and serve God more, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

DEDICATING SOUTH AFRICA TO   

OUR LADY, QUEEN ASSUMED INTO HEAVEN 

O Immaculate Virgin, Blessed Mother of God, 
look down upon us, your children gathered at 
your feet. 

We know, O glorious Mother, how the sword 
of sorrow pierced your heart when your Son, 
Jesus, died on Calvary before your eyes.  

We rejoice that, for your devoted life and 
sufferings bravely borne, Almighty God 
bestowed upon you the reward of your 
glorious Assumption. 

We honour you whom God honoured, when, 
your earthly sojourn ended, He raised up your 
pure and spotless body, that holy temple of 
the Word made flesh, and joined it with your 
soul in everlasting joy. 

O Queen assumed into Heaven, with one voice 
we acclaim you our Heavenly Patroness, and 
with filial love, we consecrate to you our 
country and our people. 

Through your prayers, O gracious Mother, may 
your Son be known and loved throughout 
South Africa; may His Kingdom flourish in our 
land, a Kingdom of justice, truth and peace.  

Teach us to follow in His footsteps, firm in the 
Faith, obedient to His law, subjecting soul and 
body to His holy sway.  

Then, when our mortal life is ended, we may 
gaze upon His face in Heaven and share as you, 
O Blessed Mother, already share, the glory of 
His Resurrection. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

CONFIRMATIONS 2021 

Bishop Sylvester David will confirm our 
Confirmation Class of 2021 at a special 
11am Mass on Sunday 29th August. We 
ask for your continued prayer for our 
seven Confirmandi. 

               

 

FR ROBERT AWAY 

Fr Robert will be away from the parish, taking 
a well-earned break,  from 16th - 27th 
August. During his absence, there will be no 
weekday Masses and weekend Masses will 
be celebrated by visiting priests. 

‘COFFEE WITH GOD’ CONVERSATIONS 

The Redemptorists extend an invitation to join 
Bonnie Kaplan as she chats to Fr Sean Wales 
about his book, THE PRAYER BOOK OF JESUS. 
The discussion will be hosted by Fr Larry 
Kaufmann 

Author: Sean Wales 
Reader: Bonnie Kaplan 
Date: 21 August 2021 
Time: 16h00 - 17h00 

Zoom: Details on request 
Please contact: bonniekaplan5@gmail.com 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

To Joseph and Angela-Jane Goemans-
Leith on their marriage at our parish 
this Saturday, 14 August, 2021. God 
bless you both as you begin your new 
life together.  

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

God’s blessing and best wishes to Fr 
David Musgrave ISch, who celebrates his 
birthday on 14th August and to Fr Declan 
Doherty OSM, who turns 86 this Sunday, 
15th August.  
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