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My thankfulness covers many 
areas – these are some of them:

Having the privilege and joy of being 
able to work to serve the church in 
all its denominations in South Africa; 
witnessing the energy, enthusiasm 
and commitment of Jeremy Jobling, 
our National Director; receiving the 
support of our diverse and wide 
board, strengthened this year by two 
new members, Mahlatse Mashua 
who heads the Ravi Zacharias 
ministry, and Father Peter John 

MY THANKFULNESS 
WITHIN ALPHA

Geoff Everingham
Chair and NPO Director

Jeremy Jobling
National Director ‘I’m thankful every day to be 

able to observe God at work 
in changing lives, whilst 
making sure that I don’t get 
in the way.’

Pearson, Vicar-General of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

Of special mention is my 
thankfulness for our donors, many 
of them individuals who have come 
to faith through attending an Alpha 
course. With no financial support 
from London, our finances are often 
precarious. Yet God provides at the 
last minute through the goodness 
and sacrificial generosity of one 
or more donors – allowing us to 
continue giving Alpha as a free gift 
to churches.

Here at Alpha we have the 
privilege of serving churches 
right across South Africa as 
they invite those searching for 
answers to join the greatest 
adventure of all – a life of 
following Jesus.

I’m so thankful for being able to 
partner in this work with those who 
sow generously with their time and 
talent, and with their money. As you 
are reading this – thank you for the 

part you play in re-evangelising our 
nation, revitalising the South African 
Church, and transforming our society. 
The stories recorded here of lives 
transformed have resulted from your 
investment in this ministry.

FOLLOWING JESUS IS THE 
GREATEST ADVENTURE OF ALL 



OUR VALUES

OUR VISION OUR MISSION

OUR 2022 GOALS

Our vision is the evangelisation of the nations, 
the revitalisation of the church, and to see the 
transformation of society.

To equip and serve the Church in its mission 
to help people to discover and develop a 
relationship with Jesus. 

Our goal is the 
revitalisation of the 
Church. We don’t invite 
Alpha guests into a 
relationship with Alpha, 
rather we connect them 
into their local Church 
community.

We are for the Church, 
by the Church, and 
through the Church.

We are passionate 
about unity.

Alpha runs across all 
Christian denominations, 
including Catholic, 
Anglican, Protestant and  
Pentecostal churches, 
and in all mainline 
churches.

We believe in giving it 
all away. 

We believe the Church 
deserves our best.

Focused on innovation 
to continuously improve 
and respond to evolving 
needs across the world, 
we want to equip the 
Church with excellent 
tools in which they are 
excited and confident to 
share with both churched 
and unchurched guests.

We don’t monetise Alpha 
– it’s free to guests and 
churches. Alpha is God’s 
mission, and the glory 
goes to Him, not us.

20 000 
Churches considering running 
Alpha for the first time

50 
model Alpha 
churches

4 000 
Churches trained 
for the first time

3 000 
Churches are regulary 
running Alpha by 2022
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Over 26 million people worldwide, in over 160 countries and 
112 languages, have done Alpha.

ALPHA SOUTH 
AFRICA

As part of Alpha International, 
and Alpha Africa, Alpha South 
Africa plays a significant part 
in the global whole in serving 
and equipping churches of all 
denominations.

By sharing, free of charge, the unique 
tools that have been developed by 
Alpha, our goal is to transform South 
African society through revitalising 
the church to more powerfully 
evangelise the nations.

At some stage of life, most people 
will struggle with the big questions: 
‘What is life’s meaning?’ ‘What’s the 

purpose of my life?’  ‘Am I on the 
right road to the right destination?’

Alpha provides the platform for 
people to come together in a safe 
and fun environment to raise and 
discuss these questions, and be 
given the opportunity to discover the 
answers for themselves. 

For Africa – with the fastest growing 
and most youthful population in the 
world, coupled with a hunger for an 
authentic relationship with God - the 
potential for growth is significant.

Nel van der Walt
Alpha Regional Director, Africa

‘Christianity’s future lies in Africa. With South 
Africa as a forerunner of Alpha in Africa, 
we’re so grateful for your support.’
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In the South African context, our teams have trained and 
equipped countless local leaders to run Alpha. As a result, we’re 
seeing individual lives being changed, and churches renewed 
right across the country.

In February 2018, the Anglican 
Bishop of KwaZulu-Natal, Dino 
Gabriel, invited Alpha South 
Africa to address the clergy on 
the topic of evangelism, and how 
the priests can use Alpha to grow 
their ministry. Since then we’ve 
had five training events across 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

164 churches were introduced 
to Alpha, with 120 of these at 
one event for Catholic churches. 
Subsequently, 14 churches 
started running Alpha, and the 
prison ministry was reinstated at 
Westville Prison in both the men’s 
and women’s sections.

KWAZULU NATAL

148 churches discovered Alpha, 
leading to 59 new Alphas. 47 of 
these were youth courses.

WESTERN CAPE

31 churches were trained in the 
previously unreached areas of 
Bronkhorstspruit, Hammanskraal, 
Mamelodi and Sharpeville. From these 
trainings, 19 church leaders went 
through Alpha themselves before 
running it in their own churches.
Youth courses numbered 74, including 
in nine new schools. And five new 
Alphas started in prisons.

GAUTENG

99 courses were run.

PORT ELIZABETH, EAST 
LONDON, NELSPRUIT, 
BLOEMFONTEIN

people attended 858 Alpha courses 
across South Africa in 2017. 
A quarter of these were youth courses.

ALPHA’S IMPACT IN 
SAVING LIVES
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It’s when you hear the individual stories from those whose lives have been changed, that 
the impact of Alpha really comes alive. We so appreciate people’s willingness to share 
their Alpha experiences here.

ALPHA TOUCHING AND 
CHANGING LIVES
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TYRON’S LOVE STORY

‘Whilst running Alpha in 2015, God planted a 
seed in my heart to start a community. Then He 
opened the door for me.’

‘Alpha has been close to my heart from the time when 
my parents led Alpha groups, and I was inspired by 
the stories they shared of how lives where changed 
by it.

‘I witnessed this when I did my first Alpha. And after 
my second, I was asked to oversee Alpha at the 
church I was attending. This was when God planted 
a seed in my heart to start a community. Then He 
opened the door for me after I baptised a couple – he 
was a nightclub owner, and she was an ex-stripper – 
and I officiated at their wedding.

‘The nightclub owner also owned shares in the pub 
next door and not knowing what God had asked me 
to do he questioned whether I would ever consider 
starting a church in there.

‘Whilst still running Alpha at my previous church, we 
started our first Sunday gathering in the pub with just 
12 people. By the end of the course we’d grown to 40 
people, most of whom had been Christians for less 
than a year.’

HOW ALPHA TRANSFORMED  
AND SAVED A LIFE

The week she received the invitation to join 
Alpha, was the very week that she’d planned her 
suicide.

It was a simple flyer handed out on the street inviting 
people to join Alpha.

Hilton Rose from The Crossing Church becomes quite 
emotional as he tells the story of how accepting this 
invitation changed and saved the life of a woman who 
was not a churchgoer.

Today, a year later, that same woman has shared her 
story with her community and is part of a small group. 
‘Jesus saved her life by using Alpha to bring her into a 
relationship with Himself and others.’

In her words: ‘I’m overwhelmed by the love of the 
Father, it’s what I’ve been searching for my whole life.’

For the past four years, Alpha has been a major item 
in The Crossing Church calendar. The impact has been 
huge, with 49 new members of the church resulting 
from the most recent Alpha course.

Hilton reiterates that ‘Alpha is our way of reaching our 
community as a church, and it works. It works really 
well.’

Hilton Rose

‘God is the power,  
Alpha is the tool.’
Tyron Altern
Leader of Love Church, Durban
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FROM ALPHA GUEST 
TO PASTOR
Bheki Masikane

‘After I attended my first Alpha, I 
felt ready to run Alpha at my own 
church.’
‘But because I live in a township my mental stumbling 
block was, ‘this isn’t going to work in an African 
community, it’s for white churches.’ But it does work, 
for several reasons.

‘Alpha provides a very different approach. It’s fresh and 
new, it’s easy, it’s fun. Above all, people come because 
they know they’ll be respected, genuinely loved and 
cared for, never judged, and comfortable in knowing 
that nothing is expected of them. The meal is one 
small way by which we can make people feel special – 
Jesus does the rest.

‘Two of the lives changed by 
Alpha at our church are Bonga 
and Mandla. Bonga came to 
Alpha as a non-believer. His 
life was transformed. And he 
recently invited eight people to 
our current Alpha course.

‘When we met Mandla he was still using drugs and 
was very open about his story. The Alpha weekend 
was the start of Mandla giving up drugs.’

Bheki Masikane is now Campus Pastor at Harvest 
Church Giba.

FINDING HEALING
Niikita’s story

Feeling totally deserted by God, 
Nikita told Him that she was 
‘done with Him’.

Born into a mixed faith family, 
Nikita felt connected to God, 
but she was never sure which 
God she was praying to.

During a difficult childhood 
being bullied in primary school 
and assaulted in high school, 

she lost all her self-esteem. During 2017 her much 
loved pet died, she failed her semester at university, 
and was deeply distressed by her grandmother’s 
illness. Then during an appointment with a doctor, 
serious boundaries were crossed.

Feeling totally deserted by God, Nikita told Him that 
she was ‘done with Him’.

After several weeks, Nikita was persuaded to attend 
the Alpha Film Series at her local church. It was here 
that she found a ‘safe space’ to share her pain, and 
get the answer to her prayer, ‘Lord just heal my heart. I 
want to be me again’.

At the moment when Jesus wrapped His arms around 
her Nikita felt renewed, accepted, whole again, and at 
peace. ‘My skin, which had lost feeling from all that had 
happened to me, felt like mine again.’
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‘Finding out about God has its serious side,  
but Alpha makes it fun.’
Bheki Masikane
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Prison is a brutal place, and inmates whose lives are already compromised, can 
lose all hope for the future. These are some of the stories of hope restored through 
local churches running Alpha in prisons.

Through Alpha, God is unlocking 
a lot of prison doors, especially 
the prison of the mind for people 
not incarcerated. 

Whilst growing up I thought that 
being forced to go to church was 
so that God could keep an eye 
on us. From those boring, unreal 
experiences I criticised the message 
of the Bible as being untrue, and 
most of my friends believed me.

Even after I’d been saved at Change 
Bible Church, I kept company with 
bad crowds, leaving me with a lot 

Alpha has been run in many prisons across South Africa since 1995.  
In 2017 over 3 000 inmates did Alpha whilst in a South African prison.

it was as if the Holy Spirit finally got 
through to me. As a result, on my 
second course, in those priceless 
moments when the inmates would 
really open up to me, it was like being 
in a room with God. As soon as we 
prayed, the Lord would just come and 
be with us.

As I wait for the third season of Alpha 
in prison to start, and I continue 
sharing with friends and family, 
I’m unlocking even the prisons of 
the mind for people who aren’t 
incarcerated.

of questions that even my Pastor 
couldn’t satisfy.

In his wisdom, Pastor Nzo invited me 
to join the team running Alpha in the 
Boksburg Prison.

The first time (because I put a lot of 
pressure on myself to ensure that 
inmates got saved) I missed the 
message that Alpha communicates. 
Alpha is a safe place to explore faith, 
even if you don’t get saved.

One day, sad and alone, as I watched 
the videos and studied the material, 

BRINGING THE GOOD 
NEWS TO PRISONERS

TREASURE’S JOURNEY
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‘I’m writing this from a prison cell,  
but for the first time in my life I am free.’

‘The change in 
my own life’s 
journey has 
given me such 
immeasurable 
trust in God that 
it even scares me 
at times.’

Dear God,

It’s me,  Julian. But then you know that, since you’ve known me 
while I was still in my mother’s womb.

Lord, I want to give you praise, honour and glory for what you 
have done in my life, and the lives of my family.

Crazy as it may sound, I’m writing this from a prison cell, but 
for the first time in my life I’m free – no longer a slave to drug 
addiction. I receive blessings daily. I even receive more than I 
could ask for, because you Lord know what I need before I even 
know it myself.

I want to thank you, Lord, for giving me Jesus, and thank you for 
the price He paid for my sins. Thank you, Lord, for loving me 
and choosing me when my life was falling apart and death was 
knocking at my door.

Now through Christ Jesus I’ve received eternal life. I’m a new 
creation. Thank you, Lord, for making me the man that You 
intended me to be before I was born.

Love you always,

Julian

JULIAN’S LETTER TO GOD AFTER 
ATTENDING ALPHA
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ALPHA AT DURBAN’S  
WESTVILLE PRISON

150 Inmates experience the love of God

Compelled by the impact of Alpha on his local 
church in Pinetown, volunteer Hein van Heerden 
brought five local Durban churches together to 
bring Alpha to Westville Prison.

Given this opportunity to build a meaningful relationship with 
Jesus has seen 150 inmates experience the love of God in 
the safety of a non-threatening environment.

‘Prison is the last place that people want to go, and I never 
thought that I would go into a prison to share the Gospel with 
offenders. I feel that God chose me – as I am, not perfect.

‘We need to change the way we think about prisoners and 
start thinking of them as God does. I’m from a Muslim 
background, and I want to share with others the love that 
God has shown me.’

Wahida Saib
Alpha in prisons volunteer

‘God wants to 
use you as you 
are. You don’t 
have to be 
perfect.’
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The Alpha Youth Series for teens was launched 
in partnership with Alpha Canada in 2013 as 
an experiment to see how young people would 
respond to a new, contextualised Alpha format. It 
quickly spread and today is used in 49 countries 
and in 19 languages.
 
In October 2017 Alpha launched an updated and 
improved, fun and dynamic cinematic Youth Series. 
Tailored to a 13-18 year old audience, it features more 
co-hosts, a variety of animated media and testimonies of 
young people from around the world.

An exciting filming project is underway in South Africa 
to localise the content of this video material. The English 

‘Most of the children we work with don’t have strong role models or 
someone at home to encourage them. Alpha helps them know their 
identity in Christ and cements their belief that knowing God will determine 
their future. The difference this programme makes in the lives of these 
children from such poor communities is incredible and the highlight for 
me is our Holy Spirit Day, where they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’  
Sydney Priester

subtitled versions are already available for communities 
where English is a second language – this means viewers 
can use the subtitles to enhance their understanding of 
each episode.

Capricorn Primary School is in Vrygrond, Cape Town, a 
poverty-stricken community plagued by crime and gang 
violence. The weekly after-school ‘Future Talk’ programme 
for around 45 Grade 7 learners (girls and boys) is led 
by Sydney Priester, Missionary from the USA based at 
Church of the Holy Spirit in Kirstenhof, Cape Town. She’s 
been here for four years and also runs an Art Discipleship 
programme for girls in Capricorn Park.  

The programme aims to prepare the learners for the 
challenges they will face as they move to High School and 

During 2017, 227 Youth courses were run across South 
Africa from Katlehong to Khayalitsha!

ALPHA YOUTH
SERIES
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have to walk through gang-infested areas to get to and from 
school, and is supported by their teachers who have seen 
the difference the programme has made over the years.  

As a result of the success here, this same programme is 
running at Westlake Primary School. A full term takes the 
young teens through the Alpha Youth programme with the 
highlight being their Holy Spirit Day. 
 
The impact is long-lasting with many returning to volunteer, 
either as Alpha leaders or part of the support team.  They 

The time when young people enter tertiary 
education can be an age of questioning and 
experimentation. Young people are looking for 
answers to more than the questions relevant to 
their particular career course. Alpha can open 
the door to these answers. 

‘In Alpha you can talk openly.’
If it wasn’t for the Alpha sessions, I wouldn’t know 
about spiritual life. I pray more and speak to God every 
day. And I’ve started attending church services for the 
first time.  

Chantal Fourie

also return as they see it as a safe place to share and 
discuss the daily struggles and challenges they face.  
Knowing God and His love gives them encouragement to 
keep going.

ALPHA, ALIVE 
ON CAMPUS

‘The real gems were some of the 
children’s responses to the really 
difficult questions.’

‘I learned to depend more on the 
Lord our God than on people.’
Being a Christian it was nice to be uplifted every week and 
learn more about God. I grew closer to Him and He is the 
one who carries me through. 

Gail Davids

‘At first I thought to myself, “this is 
very basic knowledge”. But I quickly 
realised that the depth of Alpha is in 
its simplicity.’  
The Alpha journey has been an amazing experience. 
Personally, I was very touched by the impact of Alpha 
because it granted me clarity on many matters concerning 
the Christian faith. Alpha can be used to reach so many 
people and grant them an understanding of the greatest 
miracle ever – salvation. 

Reynolds Shula

Jenny Page
Principal, Umdoni Christian Academy
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‘The Alpha team prayed for me, 
and now I feel so much lighter.  
I’ve returned to church.’
Alpha helps you to understand many things about God 
and why He loves us. When I talk to God, He hears me 
and answers me without taking long.’ 

Constance Manko

‘It was so easy to understand with 
the showing of videos.’
The Alpha sessions really made my belief stronger and 
made me a much stronger person emotionally because 
I now realise what my priorities are. I’ve also discovered 
who I really need in my life. 

Shereen Rhodes

 13ALPHA SOUTH AFRICA / 2017



‘My mom was Catholic but I was 11 when I first 
went to a Catholic church with her. A few years 
passed and I never went back. I had a lot of 
misconceptions of the Catholic faith growing up 
and felt that it was not something that I would 
love. When I was 24 I came to a Catholic church 
with my mother again, and this time I found a 
church community. I really enjoyed going to 
church and that same year I started RCIA,  and 
was received into the church a year later. Right 
after that course, someone invited me to do an 
Alpha course that was starting at our church.

‘I thoroughly enjoyed the sense of community 
that was created in my group of young adults and 
how we could relate to one another. That made a 
huge impact together with the videos, because it 
was normal people speaking about their normal 
experiences. I loved how I could emotionally 
relate to that. 

‘In Alpha the why of what we believe was deepened. Alpha 
deepened my relationship with Jesus. It was something I 
needed and it strengthened my spiritual faith. It was awesome 
to experience as a new Catholic.’

‘Since Alpha, and making God the centre of 
my life, I feel like a different person. Spiritually, 
mentally and emotionally I have a lot of peace 
and an improved quality of life. I do ‘Bible In 
One Year’ now, and find that I have refocussed 
everything. It’s not about what I’m going to 
study, or what job I want to do first. My whole 
focus is God first, and everything else is by the 
way. I wish that more young people could come 
to the reality of this at a younger age. 

‘I’d definitely encourage others to try Alpha. 
If you go in with an open heart, your life will 
change.’

Leandre Geoffrey, 28
PHD Student
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Father Brett Williams 
shares from St 
Joseph’s Parish, 
Durban:

‘I had heard and knew about 
Alpha a long time ago. My 
brother, and his fiancée who 
lived in England, did the pre-

marriage course at Holy Trinity Brompton.

‘My first real experience of Alpha was the invitation to 
attend the Leadership Conference in London in 2017. It 
was a powerful moment for me and a reminder of why I 
became a priest.

‘I realised that all the admin of running a parish well 

was not why I had become a priest. My reason was to 
bring people to Jesus. I’d forgotten that, so I used that 
realisation in my first sermon when I came back to my 
parish.

‘Before I was ordained, an old priest gave me this advice: 
Never strive to be popular, always strive to be effective. 
Alpha is an efficient and effective vehicle – an obvious tool 
to proclaim the gospel and bring people to Christ.

‘The difference that Alpha has made in my parish is that 
community sense is starting to grow. After mass on a 
Sunday there’s more and more interaction with people 
getting to know one another. My parish now has the name 
for being more ‘warm and welcoming’ than others. 42 New 
families have joined our parish in the last six months.

‘The reality is that ‘it’s all about Jesus’, for you and for me. 
Everything follows. Alpha will bring you the people that 
surprise you.

‘In August 2018 Alpha will be introduced to gatherings of 
Catholic parish priests in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape 
Town. Under the name of Divine Renovation, the aim of 
the presentations is to show how Alpha can be used as a 
tool to change churches from ‘maintenance’ to ‘mission’.’

ALPHA IN A 
CATHOLIC CONTEXT

120 Catholic priests from across KwaZulu Natal 
attended a clergy meeting for the Archdiocese 
of Durban which included a presentation by Sam 
Uys explaining Alpha. This was followed up by a 
training event which equipped both clergy and 
laity to run Alpha immediately. Here is the story of 
one parish priest.

We communicate with 192 Catholic parishes across South Africa, of which 
74 have run Alpha and seen a significant impact in their community. 
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Alpha’s Marriage Preparation Course is 
attended by engaged couples and couples deciding 
whether the commitment of marriage is their next 
step. Consensus is that the outcome is always 
positive.

The Alpha Marriage Course for already married 
couples tends to be a deeper experience.

Too often, marriages have lost their magic; the hurt 
of affairs has intervened; wear and tear has burnt 
couples out; money, family, work, health problems, 
and other issues have taken their toll.

Participants – even those who haven’t yet run into 
problems –- experience a significant improvement 
in their already ‘very good’ relationships, their 
understanding of one another, and in their 
communication.

In each instance, the sessions on communication, 
resolving conflict, keeping love alive, shared goals 
and values, the power of forgiveness, good sex, the 
impact of family, and commitment are significantly 
different for each couple.

ALPHA MARRIAGE AND 
PARENTING COURSES

The Parenting Children and Parenting Teens Courses 
have also been an easy way for local churches to invest in 
and build relationships with those outside the Church.

The Marriage Course is being re-filmed and is due for 
release in 2019, including stories of transformed marriages 
from around the globe.  

Preparation for marriage is vital. Often unrealistic expectations 
mean that the relationship is doomed before it even begins.

Globally, 100 000 people successfully 
attended the Marriage and Marriage 
Preparation Courses in over 3 000 
churches and other venues during 2017.

99% of guests said that 
the Marriage course had 
a positive impact on their 
relationship.

99%2017

81% would highly 
recommend the course to 
their friends.

81%2017

100 000
people
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Two couples who attended the Marriage 
Course at the Isiseko Family Institute in 
Table View, Western Cape, share their 
experiences:

‘Looking back now, it was all about some childish 
sense of showing off and male competitiveness to 
be seen as “the” boys who could afford it.’

‘When I joined the Marriage Course at Isiseko Family 
Institute with my fiancée, I didn’t know what I was getting 
myself into. Because the course was for already married 
couples, I didn’t know where I fitted in.

The Magodlas
Marriage Course attendees

‘I was a person who had never had a father figure, 
growing up alone with my mom only home on Saturdays 
from her job as a domestic worker. My only experience 
of a normal family life was staying for a short time with 
my older sister who had a decent husband.

‘My lifestyle consisted of partying, heavy drinking and 
smoking, a lot of swearing, and clubbing with friends 
and women until the early hours of the morning.

‘My fiancée had never smoked or drank in her whole life. 
Whilst I was out she prayed for me to come home safe. 
And the sadness, pity and pain with which she greeted 
me became the pain and hurt in my own heart.

‘When my turning point came I realised that my lifestyle 
was one that my mother would not be be proud about. 
And after we married with my friends as my groomsmen, 
I did away with my drinking binges and chose to be a 
stay-at-home husband and father.’  

‘At church I’ve joined the Bernard 
Mizeki Guild and I’m really 
enjoying my new life.’
Maphelo Magodla
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‘The first 6 years of my marriage to Anele were 
not the best. My husband was not the person 
he’d promised to be. All our two boys and I 
wanted was to be a family that went to church 
together.

‘After giving him multiple chances, Anele kept going out 
and drinking until late at night, sometimes until the next 
day, then driving home dead drunk and being surprised 
when he woke up at home. The kids and I slept alone 
not knowing his whereabouts. I kept crying through the 
pain and being regretful.

‘Then I heard about the Alpha Marriage Enrichment 
Course at the Isiseko Family Institute. As a last chance 
to save our marriage, I suggested that we attend, and 
Anele agreed, although I wasn’t sure how serious his 
intentions were.

‘Thankfully, the approach of the marriage course kept 
Anele going back for more. He’d promised to join us 
at church by the end of October, still with no intention 
to repent and be born again. But on the first day of 
the couples’ retreat he gave his life to God right then 
and there, and accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Saviour.’

‘When I told our firstborn child that 
his dad had become a man of God, 
he burst into tears of happiness. 
Our dream to be a churchgoing 
family was fulfilled.’
Thotyelwa Siphendu

For more information about the courses, visit: 
themarriagecourses.org; or to purchase the 
DVD’s and manuals visit subooks.co.za 

To find out more about the Isiseko Family  
Institute visit isiseko.org.za
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There couldn’t be a more convenient way to become 
familiar with the Bible, than by using the Bible in One 
Year (BiOY) app.

‘It is helping me face everyday 
challenges . . . It has increased my 
hunger for the Word of God and I am 
now able to talk to people about God.’
Bible in One Year user in South Africa

By the end of 2017, we estimate that Bible in One Year (BiOY) 
has had over 3.5 million users to date. In 2017 we were 
delighted to partner with YouVersion once again, who provide 
instant access to Bible in One Year through their Bible app, 
which has had over 300 million unique downloads.

The majority of BiOY active users have previously attended 
Alpha, and agree that BiOY is a great follow-up resource.

‘Bible in One Year gives me a deeper 
understanding of my relationship with 
Our Lord. Feeling the Bible come alive, 
and feeling the impact of God’s Word 
on my life has been incredible.’
Bible in One Year user in South Africa

A recent study found that 80% of active users find that 
BiOY has had a positive impact on their lives. 91% have 
also recommended BiOY to their friends.

BIBLE IN 
ONE YEAR
bibleinoneyear.org

The BiOY app includes audio commentary!
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XOLA DINGISWAYO

In this campaign we seek to communicate the global 
and cultural diversity of Alpha, to effectively reach all 
three of our key audiences:  the potential church, the 
Alpha church, and the potential guest. The materials 
also feature more depth of content with greater 
flexibility for churches to adapt to local contexts.

However, the invitation to attend Alpha is also 
frequently extended by individuals through a personal 
conversation.

PROMOTING 
ALPHA

The Explore More campaign featuring 
new stories, videos and images enables 
churches to promote Alpha through six 
real life stories, including that of Xola 
from South Africa.

About half of those people who came on 
Alpha last year were invited by a friend.
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‘I used to think God is 
not for me, He’s for other 
people. Alpha helped me to 
know God.’

XOLA’S STORY

‘I grew up in a small town called Samara with a lot of 
other young men, and we became a kind of a gang. We 
smoked drugs and drank too much, and then one day I 
was arrested for being in possession of a firearm. I was 
sent to prison.

‘After nine months in prison I decided that I couldn’t live 
like that anymore, something had to change. That change 
came with hearing the Gospel preached as I’d never heard 
it before.  I felt a connection with God and realised that 
nothing could separate me from His love.

‘In trying Alpha the conversation started to grow, become 
more natural and we developed real friendships. Alpha 
helped me to understand what I’d experienced. I became 
a new person and wanted to share what I’d heard. With 
prison behind me I now work for a charity – The Message 
Trust – where I’ve trained as a café barista to connect with 
our community.  And I’m also running Alpha at my local 
church, giving people the chance to experience God’s 
love, the same as I did.’  

 21ALPHA SOUTH AFRICA / 2017



‘We’ve been running Alpha for 15 years, and it’s had 
such a great impact. People who’ve gone through the 
course are now committed members, stewards, and 
cell leaders. I’d encourage all churches to run Alpha to 
enable their churches to grow.’

Reverend Nomsa Nomqolo
Kuilsriver Methodist Church, Cape Town

‘After my husband was killed I was so angry with God 
that I stopped praying for about seven years. One day I 
saw a poster advertising Alpha. I called to enquire and 
was invited to join the course. I will never regret that 
life changing day! On Alpha I was told about the love 
of Jesus, but most of all, I actually received love and 
acceptance. Now I know that whilst my husband is no 
longer with me, Jesus is forever with me, and will never 
leave me.’

Reverend Dorcas Mabitsela
St Mary’s Orlando East

‘Alpha’s heart to empower the local church to reach  
their city or community with the good news of Jesus 
Christ is truly amazing. Their ability to regularly innovate 
with online Alpha curriculum is inspiring.’

Pastor Rigby Wallace
Common Ground Church, Cape Town

‘I did my first Alpha course 15 years ago. Even though 
I had always gone to church and prayed regularly, I felt 
broken and bitter. The Holy Spirit revealed to me that I had 
to ask a particular family member for forgiveness. It took 
all my courage but afterwards I felt free, strengthened, and 
full of joy.’

Dawn Kavallieratos
New Life Church, Bryanston

‘In the decade that we’ve hosted courses there’s been an 
unmistakable impact in the lives of those who attended. 

‘As individuals, one person found God and escaped a life 
of drug-addiction and certain death. Another escaped the 
hum-drum life of nominal religiosity and understood and 
experienced for the first time, despite being in church for 
many years, the power and filling of the Spirit. 

‘Some people found a home and connectedness through 
a course. A few I can think of found physical healing and 
many, many have found spiritual healing and life. 

‘The reach of Alpha’s impact is truly impossible to quantify 
and it has become a fundamental part of our church life.

‘There are many different tools and resources available to 
the modern church, but there is nothing that I have found, 
that is quite like Alpha’s simple, yet extremely effective 

APPRECIATION 
FOR ALPHA
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way of doing the work of evangelism as mandated by 
Jesus, and I cannot recommend it more highly as a tool 
for every church leader to have in his or her ministry 
toolbox.

‘Importantly, Alpha’s most exciting innovation to date is 
the ability to now reach a young urban African market 
through the Alpha Film Series, previously unreached by 
Alpha, even though this represents the majority of the  
South African Church.’

Bishop Gary Rivas
Gracepoint Church, Johannesburg

‘Alpha has been an incredible bridge for the church to 
reach the lost and help them into the Kingdom of God.  
It makes it easier for Christians to be witnesses for 
Christ.’

Pastor Grant Lloyd
His Church, Pinetown

‘My experience of Alpha is that it first changes you,  
the person who is running it.’

Pastor Peggy Kgopa
Phodisong Christian Church in Suurman, Hammanskraal

‘One of the results of running Alpha is that we’ve seen 
people reignited with a passion for the word of God, 
a hunger for prayer and for searching the Scriptures, I 
would encourage every minister to use Alpha.’

Pastor Bongani Mgayi
Gugulethu, Cape Town

‘Alpha has created a beautiful space at Grace for people 
to connect and explore the big questions of life together. 
In an increasingly isolating world it’s such a joy to see 
strangers meet cautiously, and over the weeks of Alpha, 
eating together, disagreeing together, and doing life 
together they establish lifelong friendships. More than 
that, for many Alpha has created an awareness of God’s 
love, grace, and forgiveness, and the desire to be in a 
life-giving relationship grows.’

Pastor Wayne Taylor
Grace Family Church, Umhlanga Rocks
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‘My son, Gavin, having moved to the UK in 2007, 
had been unable to find a church where he felt really 
comfortable. During a visit to him there, I received 
a birthday call from an old friend, Peter Farrant, 
who also happened to be a past Alpha chairman. 
During the conversation, he invited my son, Gavin, 
to accompany him to a special service at Holy Trinity 
Brompton, which is the home of Alpha. And it was 
there, that Gavin developed into an Alpha leader.

‘But God still wasn’t finished. On a trip back to 
South Africa, Gavin met Shayna, his future wife who 
was not a church-goer. Together they attended an 
Alpha course where Shayna became and remains a 
committed Christian.

SUPPORTING ALPHA
ALPHA RELIES ON DONATIONS

Alpha is given free of charge. But like any 
activity there are costs involved. Without funding 
or subsidies of any kind, Alpha depends on 
donations to fund their courses around the world.

‘First and foremost, I believe in the work that Alpha 
does. It’s a marvellous mission, strengthening Christian 
Churches of all denominations, and giving them the 
tools to open the door to anyone searching for meaning 
in their lives. And it works – Alpha gives people an 
introduction to Jesus and the Word of God. And from 
that foundation they can build.

‘Beyond believing, I’ve personally seen the difference that 
Alpha can make in people’s lives – in my own family.
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‘Believing, and seeing, are 
my reasons for donating  
to Alpha.’ 
Roy McAllister

‘When I see them now, happily married and living 
productive spiritual lives back in the UK, I feel 
privileged to be able to play a small role in the 
growth of Alpha. If my financial support helps the 
transformation of lives to continue, especially here 
in South Africa, then I am blessed.’  

Roy and Gavin McAllister

Volunteer: Alpha courses are run all round 
the world thanks to the help of volunteers.  
We’d love you to consider running an Alpha 
at your church, or serving on the team.

Pray: Our desire and prayer is that God will 
continue to use Alpha to introduce people 
to Himself – a personal and loving God. 
Please join us in praying that people across 
South Africa, young and old, will come to 
know Jesus.

– THERE ARE MANY WAYS

Leave a Legacy: After having taken care 
of your loved ones, including Alpha as a 
beneficiary in your Will is more than a gift 
to bless future generations with the Gospel. 
Whilst it costs you nothing now, leaving a 
legacy to Alpha is a testimony to your own 
spiritual life and values, and will be your 
living memorial for many years to come.

BECOME INVOLVED 
IN ALPHA 

Donate: We believe that everyone should 
have the opportunity to explore life and the 
Christian faith at no cost. Your donation can 
help to keep Alpha funded, and ensure that 
more people are reached and transformed 
by the Good News of Jesus.

We are a Section 18A Public Benefit 
Organisation. No. 930015602

http://southafrica.alpha.org/give/
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
Alpha’s budget is apportioned to the nature 
of our activities as follows:

Across South Africa, costs per 
area run approximately as 
follows:

goes to Marketing and Development within churches.

is spent on Training and Equipping.

goes to Leadership Development of Alpha 
volunteers, equipping them to, in turn, 
envision and train.

is used for Church Support related to 
existing Alpha’s.

covers Strategic Partnerships with organisations 
which can further the reach of Alpha.

is required for Fundraising activities.

40%

20%

18%

10%

04%

08%

Please contact us if you would like to receive a copy of our 2017 audited annual financial statements.

NATIONAL OFFICE 44%
WESTERN CAPE 22%
GAUTENG  22%
KWAZULU NATAL 12%

2017 INCOME
2017 EXPENDITURE

2018 BUDGET

R3 549 206
R3 627 191

R5 009 769

costs/area

Alpha 
budget

Reg. No. 2000/029765/08 The Alpha Course 
South Africa Section 21 Co.Inc
Reg. No. 040-023-NPO

Alpha South Africa
Bank Name: First National Bank
Account Number: 6200 3457 539
Branch Code: 201709
Reference: Initial and surname (if a tax certificate is required)

ALPHA SOUTH AFRICA IS A REGISTERED CHARITY:
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ALPHA STAFF MEMBERS

Tarynne Davies
Johannesburg

Sam Uys
Durban

Noku Dlamini
Durban

Deborah Newman
Cape Town

Blessing Mpofu
Cape Town

Jeremy Jobling
Cape Town

Tracy Phillips
Durban

Josephine Mhlongo
Johannesburg

Sacha van der Merwe
Johannesburg
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ALPHA SOUTH AFRICA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Geoff Everingham is Chairman of 
the Alpha South Africa Board since 
2012. He was professor of Account-
ing at University of Cape Town since 
1986 and authored and co-authored 
various books. He has chaired many 
National church, corporate, educa-
tion and regulatory Boards and coun-
cils including Transnet, Pathcare, 
Bishops Diocesan College.

Tricia Neill is the President of 
Alpha International. Tricia joined 
Holy Trinity Brompton (where 
Alpha started) in 1994 from News 
International, where she headed 
up News International Exhibitions. 
Prior to that, she worked in the 
Middle East for Shell. Tricia also 
sits on the Global Alpha Board and 
Alpha USA’s Board.

Neil Macdonald is director of a 
telecoms business having been in 
private equity and financial services 
for the past 30 years, including vari-
ous non-executive board roles in SA 
and the UK. He currently chairs the 
board of trustees for Learn to Earn 
(“a hand up not a hand out”) which 
he is as passionate about as he  
is about Alpha.

Mahlatse Mashua is Director of 
the Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministry Trust for Africa. He studied 
apologetics at the Oxford Centre 
for Christian Apologetics. He 
served as a pastor at Every Nation 
Church in Durban for seven years, 
and in his current role speaks reg-
ularly in many contexts, especially 
university campuses.
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Peter-John Pearson is a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Cape Town. 
He is currently the director of the 
Catholic Parliamentary Liaison 
Office in Cape Town, and also 
Vicar-General of the Archdiocese. 
Fr Pearson is a well-known lecturer 
and speaker, specifically on Catho-
lic Social Teaching.

Nel van der Walt is Regional 
Director for Alpha in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, based in Cape Town, and 
has been employed by Alpha 
International since 2001.

Peter Hodson is an executive financial 
advisor with Liberty Life, and has 
practiced in the profession for the past 
15 years. He was formerly marketing 
and managing director for companies 
in the UK and Switzerland. Peter was 
Director of Alpha in the Western Cape 
since 2009 and currently serves on the 
Alpha International Advisory Board for 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Mbulelo Bikwani is co-Director 
of Isiseko Family Institute together 
with his wife, Nombulelo. He has 
been Chairperson of the University 
Councils Chairperson’s Forum of 
South Africa since 2012. Mbulelo has 
served and is serving on a number 
of boards and trusts and is well 
respected in the business, HR, legal 
and labour communities.

Gary Rivas is Bishop of the Central 
Methodist District of South Africa 
and has been ordained since 2003. 
In 2004 Gary and his wife, Jacqui, 
planted Gracepoint Church in Mid-
rand which they still lead today. Gary 
is passionate about the local church, 
inspiring leaders and developing 
leadership. He is also on Willow-
creek’s Africa Board.

Michael Louis was Chief Executive 
Officer of the Louis Group for a 
number of years where he served in 
a number of executive roles in the 
various divisions. Michael served as 
a Minister in the cabinet of the West-
ern Cape following South Africa’s 
transition to democracy, and was 
co-founder of the African Christian 
Democratic Party.
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Telephone: (021) 276 2077

Email:  info@alphasa.co.za

Website:  alphasa.co.za

AlphaSA/
@AlphaCourseSA
alphasouthafrica


